
At Mercenfeld, we are continually 
seeking to build a community of 
readers and set aside time each 
day for staff to read aloud to each 
class. We select our reading for 
pleasure class novels from our 
school reading spine to ensure 
children are exposed to a range of 
inclusive books.



Jack and his mother are so poor that they 

don't have anything to eat. Their hope is 

fading, until Jack meets a strange little man 

with a handful of magic beans. But what 

will be the price that Jack must pay? 

Themes: family, adventure and overcoming obstacles  
24 pages



Poor Duncan just wants to colour in. But 
when he opens his box of crayons, he only 
finds letters, all saying the same thing: We 
quit!

Beige is tired of playing second fiddle to 
Brown, Blue needs a break from colouring in 
all that water, while Pink just wants to be 
used. Green has no complaints, but Orange 
and Yellow are no longer speaking to each 
other.

The battle lines have been drawn. What is 
Duncan to do?

40 pages Themes: creativity, problem solving and inclusiveness 



Join the owl on his moonlit journey as he 
watches all the other animals settle in for 
the night: some sleep standing up, while 
some sleep on the move! Some sleep 
peacefully alone, while others sleep all 
together, huddled close.

22 pages Themes: fantasy, friendship, diversity  



Harry finds some dusty plastic dinosaurs in 
Nan's attic. He cleans them, finds out their 
names and takes them everywhere - until, 
one day, the dinosaurs get lost! The lost 
property man gets a surprise when Harry 
proves the dinosaurs are his by calling them 
over to him.

Themes: loss, family, imagination 32 pages



Little children can discover a sunny garden 
full of life in this delightful pop-up book. 
The three-dimensional scenes show bees 
buzzing around a flowerbed full of flowers, 
a mischievous rabbit hiding in the vegetable 
patch and goldfish swimming beneath the 
lily pads in the pond. With simple text on 
each page, this is a pleasure to share 
together.

10 pages Themes: gardening, curiosity, animals



This the story of Handa, who's part of the 
Luo tribe in south-west Kenya. Handa
decides to take seven pieces of delicious 
fruit to her friend, Akeyo, who lives in the 
neighbouring village. But as Handa
wonders, I wonder what fruit Akeyo will like 
best?, a series of sneaky animals steal 
something from Handa's basket, which 
she's carrying on her head... When Handa
reaches Akeyo, will she have anything left 
to offer her friend?

Themes: sharing, friendship, journeys28 pages



Whether you have two mums, two dads, 
one parent, or one of each, there's one thing 
that makes a family a family... and that's 
LOVE.

24 pages Themes:  family, love, diversity



Freddie is desperate for a pet, so when he 
rescues Bessie-Belle and she offers to grant 
his wishes he knows just what to ask for. 
The only problem is that Bessie-Belle can't 
hear very well, and Freddie tends to 
mumble. Whatever can they do? Luckily the 
Fairy Queen is on hand to explain . . .

Themes: deaf awareness, fantasy, friendship 32 pages



There is nothing Nicky wants more in the 
world than a dog to play with. But Mum 
and Dad don't want a dog. Then Grandad 
has an idea - he and Nicky can make a dog: 
a snow-dome dog. Even better, he has 
some special clay, found at the end of a 
rainbow, so that the dog will be extra-
special. Maybe even magic…

64 pages Themes: family, magic, imagination



Sulwe's skin is the colour of midnight. She's 
darker than everyone in her family, and 
everyone at school. All she wants is to be 
beautiful and bright, like her mother and 
sister. Then a magical journey through the 
night sky opens her eyes and changes 
everything.

Themes: self esteem, acceptance, family, love
48 pages



A little boy and his pet dragon are the very 
best of friends. They laugh, they sing, they 
dance, they snooze. They are both amazing 
- just like everyone else!

32 pages Themes: friendship, diversity, understanding , equality.



When a boat appears, Max sails to the land 
of the wild things, where he finds huge, 
multicoloured monsters with big claws and 
teeth. Not frightened of anything, 
Max tames the wild things, who agree that 
he is the wildest of them all, and make him 
their king.

Themes: independence, anger, home, imagination 48 pages



While riding the subway home with his Nana one 
day, Julian notices three women spectacularly 
dressed up. Their hair billows in brilliant hues, 
their dresses end in fishtails, and their joy fills the 
train carriage. When Julian gets home, 
daydreaming of the magic he’s seen, all he can 
think about is dressing up just like the ladies and 
making his own fabulous mermaid costume. But 
what will Nana think about the mess he makes –
and even more importantly – what will she think 
about how Julian sees himself?

40 pages Themes: family, identity



When Dave loses his favourite toy, Dogger, 
he is desolate. But then Dogger turns up at 
the school summer fair, and everything 
seems all right - until someone else buys 
him before Dave can get the money!

Themes: loss, friendship, kindness, gratitude, family32 pages



Every morning, Abuelo walks Sofia to school . . . 
until one day, when Abuelo hurts his ankle at a 
local landfill and he can no longer do so. Sofia 
misses her Abuelo and wonders what she can do 
about the dangerous Mount Trashmore. Then she 
gets an idea-the town can turn the slimy mess 
into a park! She brainstorms and plans and finally 
works up the courage to go to City Hall-only to be 
told by a clerk that she can't build a park because 
she's just a kid! Sofia is down but not out, and she 
sets out to prove what one kid can do.

40 pages Themes: compassion, persistence, resourcefulness



For Mr and Mrs Trotter and their son James, life is pretty marvellous. 
Until, that is, Mr and Mrs Trotter are eaten by an angry rhinoceros. Poor 
Mr and Mrs Trotter you might say, but really you should say poor James. 
For when his parents die, he’s left to the care of his miserable, selfish, 
cruel aunts in a falling-down house on a hill in the south of England and 
for a while it looks as though that’s just where he’ll stay.

Then, one day, James meets a strange old man who gives him a bag full 
of magical crystals and James’ life takes a most extraordinary turn. For 
when the magical crystals come into contact with a withered old peach 
tree, it starts to grow an enormous peach, bigger than anyone has ever 
seen, as big as a house, big enough to roll away all by itself and most 
certainly big enough for a small boy to crawl inside. Which is exactly 
what James decides to do.

Themes: loss, friendship, hope, fear160 pages



At the penguin house at the Central Park 
Zoo, two penguins named Roy and Silo 
were a little bit different from the others. 
But their desire for a family was the same. 
And with the help of a kindly zookeeper, 
Roy and Silo got the chance to welcome a 
baby penguin of their very own.

36 pages Themes: empathy, family



Plop, the Baby Barn Owl, is like every Barn Owl 
there ever was, except for one thing - he is afraid 
of the dark. "Dark is nasty" he says and so he 
won't go hunting with his parents. Mrs Barn Owl 
sends him down from his nest-hole to ask about 
the dark and he meets a little boy waiting for the 
fireworks to begin, an old lady, a scout out 
camping, a girl who tells him about Father 
Christmas, a man with a telescope and a black cat 
who takes him exploring. He realizes that through 
these encounters that dark is super after all.

Themes: self esteem, respect, appreciation112 pages



Rosa Parks was the courageous thinker and leader 
known as the Mother of the Civil Rights 
Movement. Long before the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott made her famous, she was a social justice 
activist and organizer. In honor of her work, she 
received a Congressional Gold Medal and the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom. This is her story.

48 pages Themes: courage, leadership, freedom



In a hot, hot country, ringed with mountains 
on one side and jungle on the other, lives a 
princess called Cinnamon. Her eyes are 
made of pearls, which means that she is 
blind. And, for reasons her parents the 
Rajah and Rani cannot fathom, she will not 
talk. So they offer a reward to anyone who 
can teach Cinnamon to speak. People travel 
from far and wide to attempt it, but nothing 
works. Until a mighty tiger, huge and fierce, 
prowls into their palace and announces that 
he is here to teach the girl-cub to talk ...

Themes: diversity, culture, animals, support  40 pages



Poor Ellie is horrified when Tuffy drags a 
dead bird into the house. Then a 
mouse. But Tuffy can't understand what 
all the fuss is about.

Who on earth will be the next victim to 
arrive through the cat-flap? Can soft-
hearted Ellie manage to get her beloved 
pet to change his wild, wild ways before 
he ends up in even deeper trouble?

64  pages Themes: animals, nature, guilt, innocence, family 



224 pages

Join Joe, Beth and Frannie as they take their 
cousin Rick on a an adventure he’ll never 
forget – up the Magic Faraway Tree! Along 
with their friends Moon-Face, Saucepan Man 
and Silky the fairy, the children tumble from 
the fun of the Land of Toys to the thrill of 
trying to escape the Land of Dreams. Will 
they ever make it home for tea?

Themes: fantasy, magic, family, imagination



Hi! My name is Abigail, and I'm autistic. But I didn't 

know I was autistic until I was an adult-sort-of-person.

This is my true story of growing up in the confusing 

'normal' world, all the while missing some Very 

Important Information about myself.

There'll be scary moments involving toilets and crowded 

trains, heart-warming tales of cats and pianos, and 

funny memories including my dad and a mysterious tub 

of ice cream. Along the way you'll also find some very 

crucial information about autism.

Themes: autism, family, diversity, acceptance240 pages



I’d like you to imagine the worst people you can think 

of, can you do that? Good. Then you’re just about ready 

to meet Mr and Mrs Twits, the nastiest couple you 

could ever hope (not) to meet.

Mr Twit is so disgustingly hairy he even has hair 

growing out of his nose and he NEVER washes; his 

beard is full of all manner of revolting things like 

mouldy old cornflakes and cheese and he’s pretty nasty 

to boot. Mrs Twit is no better; she carries a walking 

stick with which she likes to beat small children and 

animals and she likes nothing better than to think up 

nasty tricks to play on Mr Twit.

112 pages
Themes: friendship, revenge, morality



Sona Sharma's house is full of people who joke often 
and argue sometimes. Relatives come unannounced, 
the phone rings frequently and friends drop in all the 
time. Then one day Amma tells Sona she is going to 
have a baby. Is that good? Sona isn't sure – she has 
always enjoyed being an only child – and straight away 
she has a word with her best friend, Elephant. When 
Sona learns that there will be a baby naming ceremony, 
she is determined to find the perfect name for her new 
brother or sister. Because although she realizes that her 
life is about to change, and while she's having some 
difficulty in coming to terms with having to share 
everything with the new baby – including Amma and 
Appa, her grandparents and her home – Sona Sharma 
wants to be the very best big sister she can be.

Themes: family, responsibility, change, culture, traditions  112 pages



Max is a hedgehog who lives with his family in a nice 
little home, but unfortunately on the wrong side of the 
road from the Park, with its beautiful lily pond, and more 
importantly its juicy slugs, worms and snails!
The busy road is a dangerous barrier but Max notices 
that humans seem to cross it quite easily. If they can, 
why can't hedgehogs? So Max sets out on a quest to find 
a safe way to reach the Park.
His first attempt ends in a nasty bump on the head, and 
Max finds when he tries to speak his words are all mixed 
up. He is now a Hodgeheg, not a hedgehog, but he is still 
determined to fulfil his mission.
After some careful detective work, Max eventually 
discovers the best way to cross the road - with the help 
of the lollipop lady, of course!

64 pages Themes: animals, nature, guilt, innocence, family



With the help of his parents, Kai learns to 
be proud of himself and his unique qualities 
and values. Kai s mother explains how 
although the moon and stars are different 
they both shine beautifully in the sky. He 
learns an important lesson: that everyone is 
special and valuable in their own way. He 
realises that the things that make him 
different are the things that make him 
special. He makes a decision to use his 
qualities to shine his light .

Themes: individuality, bullying, self-esteem, forgiveness34 pages



My parents decided it would be a good idea 

to move house AND move me to a new 

school at the same time. As if I didn't have a 

hard enough time staying out of trouble at 

home, now I've also got to try and make 

new friends. What's worse, the class bully 

seems to think I'm the perfect target. At 

least Eid's around the corner which means a 

feast (YAY) and presents (DOUBLE YAY). 

Well, as long as I can stay in Mum and Dad's 

good books long enough...

224 pages Themes: race, acceptance, respect, religious celebrations



Moose loves helping his girl, Zara, and Zara 
loves having her dog Moose help her. 
Unfortunately, dogs aren't allowed at 
school, and Moose's escape acts from his 
house, his crate, and the backyard aren't 
helping his cause. How can Zara get her 
lovable pooch a free pass to the classroom?

Themes: family, diversity, saying goodbye40 pages



This is the story of a little girl called Willa, 

who moves with her family to a new home, 

where she meets Old Miss Annie. At first 

Willa is afraid of the old woman because of 

her woolly hair, tiny voice and bumpy, 

twisted hands. Soon they become the best 

of friends. One of the things that they have 

in common is a great love of animals.

96 pages Themes: friendship, moving house, animals



Nobody believes Barney when he says he's 
discovered a boy living wild in the dump. 
But for Barney, Stif is totally real. They 
become great friends, learn each other's 
ways and embark on a series of exciting 
adventures.

Themes: adventure, acceptance, friendship 157 pages



Kali and Brockan are in trouble. They have been 
using their stone axes to chip limpets off the rocks, 
but they've gone too far out and find themselves 
trapped by the tides. Then, an unexpected rescuer 
appears, a strange boy in a strange boat, carrying a 
strangely sharp axe of a type they have never seen 
before. Conflict arises as the village of Skara must 
decide what to do with the new ideas and practices 
that the boy brings. As a deadly storm threatens, the 
very survival of the village is in doubt.

96 pages Themes: historical fiction, Stone Age, conflict, acceptance 



Mankind must put a stop to the dreadful 
destruction by the Iron Man and set a trap 
for him, but he cannot be kept down. Then, 
when a terrible monster from outer space 
threatens to lay waste to the planet, it is 
the Iron Man who finds a way to save the 
world.

Themes: bravery, science-fiction, robots, monsters, mystery144  pages



Travel back in time to the days of the Roman Empire and join 

Tranio, the son of an actor, and his friend Livia, the baker's 

daughter, in witnessing the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 

AD79. Tranio, like most Roman boys, likes to watch whatever 

is going on: tradesmen selling their goods, ships unloading 

their exotic cargoes, politicians making speeches in the forum. 

But one hot August day a very different scene unfolds. The 

ground begins to shake, the sky to darken. People run gasping 

for air. Heading for the harbor, Tranio and his friend Livia hide 

on a boat and witness one of the most terrifying moments in 

recorded history-the eruption of Mount Vesuvius and the 

destruction of their beloved city, Pompeii.

32 pages Themes: natural disasters, historical events 



Danny thinks his dad is the most marvellous

and exciting father a boy could wish for. Life 

is happy and peaceful in their gipsy caravan, 

until one day Danny discovers his dad has 

been breaking the law. What's more, soon 

Danny has to join his father as they attempt 

to pull off a daring and devilish plot against 

their horrible, greedy neighbour, Mr Victor 

Hazell.

Themes: family relationships, overcoming challenges, trust240 pages



When Lilian Kaye finds a parcel on her grandad's 
doorstep, she is shocked to see who sent it: a 
famous Egyptologist, found dead that very morning, 
according to every newspaper in England!
The mysterious package holds the key to a story . . . 
about a king whose tomb archaeologists are 
desperately hunting for.
Lil and her friends must embark on an incredible 
journey - to return the package to its resting place, 
to protect those they love, and to break the deadly 
pharaoh's curse . . .

304 pages Themes: mystery, Ancient Egypt, friendship, adventure, mystery 



When Elliot wishes upon a star, he doesn't expect 
a constellation to crash into a dungheap on his 
family farm.

The star is Virgo. She thinks she's perfect. Elliot 
doesn't. And together they release Thanatos, evil 
Daemon of Death ... epic fail.

They need the King of the Gods and his noble 
steed. Instead, they get a chubby Zeus and his 
high horse Pegasus.

Are the Gods really ready to save the world? And 
is the world really ready for the Gods?

364 pages Themes: fantasy, thriller, family, mothers, mental health



When robot Roz crash lands on an island, she's 

forced to fight for survival. The only way Roz can 

live is by learning about her new environment 

from the island's hostile animal inhabitants. But 

when she finds herself taking care of a baby 

goose, all the animals pitch in and teach Roz 

how to thrive in this new world.

288 pages Themes: survival, robots, animals, acceptance, bravery



A hundred years ago, in the Himalayan peaks of Nanvi Dar, 

the daughter of an English earl is kidnapped by a huge hairy 

monster. In a secret valley Agatha Farley is introduced to a 

family of motherless yetis and devotes her life to their 

upbringing. She teaches them to speak, tells them stories 

and insists on polite manners. But as the decades pass, 

tourists come to the mountains, a hotel is built and yeti-

hunters arrive. Agatha knows that there is one place in the 

world where they would be protected - her ancestral home 

at Farley Towers. When a boy and his sister stumble upon her 

hidden valley, she knows she has found the courageous 

people who will carry out her plan.

Themes: tolerance, kindness, animals256 pages



When Ruby's dad uproots her from Australia to set up a 

hotel in the mountains of India, Ruby is devastated. Not 

only are they living in a run-down building in the middle 

of the wilderness surrounded by scorpions, bears and 

leopards, but Ruby is sure that India will never truly feel 

like home - not without her mum there.

Ever since her mum died, Ruby has been afraid. Of cars. 

Of the dark. Of going to sleep and never waking up.

But then the last remaining leopards of the mountain are 

threatened and everything changes. Ruby vows to do all 

she can to protect them - if she can only overcome her 

fears...

288 pages Themes: conservation, family, animals, friendship



Determined to be the world’s greatest detective, 
Zaiba is always on the lookout for a crime to solve. 
She knows everything there is to know about 
running an investigation – in theory... At her cousin’s 
Mehndi party, Zaiba gets her first challenge: to 
discover the identity of the VIP staying at the same 
hotel. With the help of her best friend Poppy and 
brother Ali, Zaiba puts her sleuthing skills to the test. 
And when the celebrity’s precious dog disappears, 
along with its priceless diamond collar, it’s up to the 
trio to save the day!

Themes: mystery, friendship, crime
256 pages



What Lila wants to be more than anything else in the world 
is . . . a Firework-Maker!
But firework-making is not just about being able to make 
Crackle-Dragons and Golden Sneezes. There is also one 
special secret: every Firework-Maker must make a perilous 
journey to face the terrifying Fire-Fiend!
Not knowing that she needs special protection to survive 
the Fire-Fiend's flames, Lila sets off alone. Her friends, 
Chulak and Hamlet - the King's white elephant - race after 
her. But can they possibly reach her in time?

144 pages Themes: aspiration, bravery



When Arthur and Rose were little, they were heroes 
in the Land of Roar, an imaginary world that they 
found by climbing through the folding bed in their 
grandad’s attic. Roar was filled with things they 
loved – dragons, mermaids, ninja wizards and 
adventure – as well as things that scared them 
(including a very creepy scarecrow. . .)

Now the twins are eleven, Roar is just a memory. 
But when they help Grandad clean out the attic, 
Arthur is horrified as Grandad is pulled into the 
folding bed and vanishes. Is he playing a joke? Or is 
Roar . . . real?

Themes: fantasy, magic, bravery, mystery304 pages



There used to be an empty chair at the back of my class, 

but now a new boy called Ahmet is sitting in it.

He's nine years old (just like me), but he's very strange. He 

never talks and never smiles and doesn't like sweets - not 

even lemon sherbets, which are my favourite!

But then I learned the truth: Ahmet really isn't very 

strange at all. He's a refugee who's run away from a War. 

A real one. With bombs and fires and bullies that hurt 

people. And the more I find out about him, the more I 

want to help. That's where my best friends Josie, Michael 

and Tom come in. Because you see, together we've come 

up with a plan. . .

256 pages Themes: friendship, refugees, bravery, war, school



Twelve-year-old Moll Pecksniff wakes one night in the middle 

of the forest, lured there by a recurring nightmare - the one 

with the drums and the rattles and the masks. The 

Dreamsnatcher is waiting. He has already taken her dreams 

and now he wants her life.

Because Moll is more important than she knows… The 

Oracle Bones foretold that she and Gryff, a wildcat that has 

always been by her side, are the only ones who can fight 

back against the Dreamsnatcher's dark magic. Suddenly 

everything is at stake, and Moll is drawn into a world full of 

secrets, magic and adventure.

Themes: belonging, identity, loyalty288 pages



When the mysterious Nowhere Emporium arrives in Glasgow, 

orphan Daniel Holmes stumbles upon it quite by accident. 

Before long, the 'shop from nowhere' -- and its owner, Mr

Silver -- draw Daniel into a breathtaking world of magic and 

enchantment. Recruited as Mr Silver's apprentice, Daniel 

learns the secrets of the Emporium's vast labyrinth of 

passageways and rooms -- rooms that contain wonders 

beyond anything Daniel has ever imagined. But when Mr

Silver disappears, and a shadow from the past threatens 

everything, the Emporium and all its wonders begin to 

crumble. Can Daniel save his home, and his new friends, 

before the Nowhere Emporium is destroyed forever?

288 pages Themes: adventures, loss, bullying, growth



Darkus can't believe his eyes when a huge insect 
drops out of the trouser leg of his horrible new 
neighbour. It's a giant beetle – and it seems to 
want to communicate.

But how can a boy be friends with a beetle? And 
what does a beetle have to do with the 
disappearance of his dad and the arrival of 
Lucretia Cutter, with her taste for creepy 
jewellery?

Themes: friendship, discovery, adventure336 pages



Morrigan Crow is cursed, destined to die on her 

eleventh birthday. But, as the clock strikes midnight, 

she's whisked away by a remarkable man called 

Jupiter North and taken to the secret city of 

Nevermoor.

There she's invited to join the Wundrous Society. 

Mystery, magic and protection are hers - if only she 

can pass four impossible trials, using an exceptional 

talent. Which she doesn't have...

384 pages Themes: facing fears, friendship, belonging, truth and lies, magic



Coraline discovered the door a little while after 
they moved into the house....

When Coraline steps through a door to find 
another house strangely similar to her own (only 
better), things seem marvelous.

But there's another mother there, and another 
father, and they want her to stay and be their little 
girl. They want to change her and never let her go.

Coraline will have to fight with all her wit and 
courage if she is to save herself and return to her 
ordinary life.

192 pages Themes: courage, identity, imagination, self-sufficiency



Max is used to spending time alone - it's difficult to make 
friends in a big, chaotic school when you're deaf. He prefers 
to give his attention to the little things in life . . . like making 
awesome, detailed replica models.
Then Mr Darrow, the school caretaker and fellow modeller, 
goes missing. Max must follow his parting instruction: 'Go to 
my room. You'll know what to do.'
There on the floor he finds a pile of sand . . . and in the sand 
is Mr Darrow's latest creation . . . a tiny boy, no bigger than a 
raisin, Luke, Prince of the Blues. And behind the tiny boy . . . 
millions of others - a thriving, bustling, sprawling civilization!

Themes: vanity, kindness, loss, travel, homelessness192 pages



Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad luck, so when 

a miscarriage of justice sends him to Camp Green Lake 

Juvenile Detention Centre (which isn't green and doesn't 

have a lake) he is not surprised. Every day he and the 

other inmates are told to dig a hole, five foot wide by 

five foot deep, reporting anything they find. Why? The 

evil warden claims that it's character building, but this is 

a lie. It's up to Stanley to dig up the truth.

192 pages Themes: childhood, crime and punishment, racism, mystery



Nat is a 12-year-old boy born into slavery on a 
Jamaican sugar cane plantation owned by the brutal 
English family, the Barratts. The story opens with his 
mum and baby sister being taken away to work on 
another plantation, leaving him to face his hardships 
alone. But when Nat is sent to England to look after 
some exotic pineapple plants, he starts to dream of 
freedom. When he gets there he discovers it’s not 
true there is no slavery in England, but in the hustle 
and bustle of crazy London, life is a bit freer. When 
Nat meets the amazing Shadrack Furman, his life is 
changed forever.

Themes: slavery, human-rights, hope, kindness160 pages



Feodora and her mother live in the snowbound woods of 

Russia, in a house full of food and fireplaces. Ten minutes 

away, in a ruined chapel, lives a pack of wolves. Feodora's

mother is a wolf wilder, and Feo is a wolf wilder in training. 

A wolf wilder is the opposite of an animal tamer: it is a 

person who teaches tamed animals to fend for themselves, 

and to fight and to run, and to be wary of humans. When 

the murderous hostility of the Russian Army threatens her 

very existence, Feo is left with no option but to go on the 

run. What follows is a story of revolution and adventure, 

about standing up for the things you love and fighting 

back. And, of course, wolves.

336 pages Themes: family, revolution, bravery, corruption, nature, difference, diversity



Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, Auggie wants nothing 

more than to be treated as an ordinary kid—but his new 

classmates can’t get past his extraordinary face. Wonder 

begins from Auggie's point of view, but soon switches to 

include the perspectives of his classmates, his sister, her 

boyfriend, and others. These voices converge to portray a 

community as it struggles with differences, and challenges 

readers, both young and old, to wonder about the true 

nature of empathy, compassion, acceptance, friendship, 

and—ultimately—kindness.

Themes: growing up, independence, bullying, identity, diversity316 pages



Lily's life is in mortal peril. Her father is missing 
and now silver-eyed men stalk her through the 
shadows. What could they want from her?

With her friends - Robert, the clockmaker's son, 
and Malkin, her mechanical fox - Lily is plunged 
into a murky and menacing world. Too soon Lily 
realizes that those she holds dear may be the 
very ones to break her heart...

368 pages Themes: loss, grief, steampunk, adventure, mystery, friendship 



The unforgettable story of young Willie Beech, evacuated 

to the country as Britain stands on the brink of the 

Second World War. A sad, deprived child, he slowly begins 

to flourish under the unlikely care of grumpy old Tom 

Oakley. But then his new-found happiness is shattered by 

a summons from his mother to come back to London. As 

the weeks pass by Tom begins to worry when William 

doesn't answer his letters, so he goes to London to find 

him, and there makes a terrible discovery.

Themes: friendship, family, life, death, grief, growth, freedom 304 pages



Aya is eleven years old and has just arrived in Britain 

with her mum and baby brother, seeking asylum from 

war in Syria. When Aya stumbles across a local ballet 

class, the formidable dance teacher spots her 

exceptional talent and believes that Aya has the 

potential to earn a prestigious ballet scholarship. But 

at the same time, Aya and her family must fight to be 

allowed to remain in the country, to make a home for 

themselves and to find Aya's father - separated from 

the rest of the family during the journey from Syria.

272 pages Themes: refugees, kindness, mental health, loss, dance, bullying  



Despite his Mum's insistence, Sam doesn't want to be 
friends with Davey, he thinks Davey's a first class, grade 
A, top of the dung heap moron. But one day Davey 
saves Sam's life and a bond is formed between them. 
Sam is still embarrassed to be seen with Davey, but 
little by little he has to admit, when it's just the two of 
them, Davey is a lot of fun. But then something terrible 
happens to Davey. . . Told in verse, in first person, this is 
the touching story of an extraordinary friendship, that 
changes two boys lives for ever

Themes: friendship, school, acceptance176 pages



Forbidden to leave her island, Isabella dreams of the 
faraway lands her cartographer father once 
mapped.

When her friend disappears, she volunteers to guide 
the search. The world beyond the walls is a 
monster-filled wasteland – and beneath the dry 
rivers and smoking mountains, a fire demon is 
stirring from its sleep.

Soon, following her map, her heart and an ancient 
myth, Isabella discovers the true end of her journey: 
to save the island itself.

240 pages
Themes: myth, magic, friendship



240 pages Themes: transition, autism, mental health, bullying, friendship, family

Tally is ten years old and she's just like her friends. Well, 
sometimes she is. If she tries really hard to be. Because 
there's something that makes Tally not the same as her 
friends. Something she can't cover up, no matter how hard 
she tries: Tally is autistic. Tally's autism means there are 
things that bother her even though she wishes they didn't. It 
means that some people misunderstand, her and feel 
frustrated by her. People think that because Tally's autistic, 
she doesn't realise what they're thinking, but Tally sees and 
hears - and notices - all of it. And, honestly? That's not the 
easiest thing to live with.


