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This booklet will outline for you the units of work that your child will
be covering in our wider curriculum this half term.

Mercenfeld
Curriculum

For each subject, you will find a Knowledge Organsier. These will
show you the main elements of learning for your child.
We hope you find these useful to outline your child’s learning this
half term. The children will be familiar with these too so you will be
able to share them together and talk about their learning at school.
More information about our curriculum can be found on the school’s
website.

Year 6 History - Maafa
Portugal’s involvement
From 1441 onwards, enslaved African people were
transported to Portugal and were bought, sold and
treated like cattle. This form of enslavement
became known as chattel slavery. African tribes
sold people from central Africa to Europe in
exchange for luxury items and guns.
Spain’s involvement
In 1492, Christopher Columbus discovered
Hispaniola, a Caribbean island, which he claimed
for Spain. On a later voyage, he took sugar cane to
the Caribbean to create sugar plantations. The
indigenous people suffered greatly when they
were enslaved to work on the sugar plantations. A
Spanish priest believed that African people were
more suited to work on the plantation because of
their darker skin. African people were then
targeted for enslavement.
Britain’s role in the Maafa
Britain first began transporting enslaved people in
1562, when Elizabeth I gave John Hawkins (an
English naval commander) the permission to do so.
By 1650, Britain had seized several West Indies
islands from Spain, and was transporting several
thousand enslaved African people across the
Atlantic Ocean each year. By the early 1800s, this
number had increased to 120,000 each year. In
total, Britain transported more enslaved people
than any other European country.

Abolition of slavery
Many people profited greatly from the slave trade.
British cities, bank and businesses also developed
as a result of the money made from the slave trade.
However, over time, people came to believe that
slavery was wrong and the work of abolitionists,
eventually led to the end of the slave trade in
Britain in 1807. The Slavery abolition act was
passed in 1833, this made slavery illegal. However
the lives of many people, who had been treated as
slaves, did not improve for many years.

Year 6 Geography – Our Changing World
Time zones around the world

Latitude and longitude

The world is split into 24 meridians
because there are 24 hours in a day.
Each meridian is in the centre of a
time zone. The times around the
world are calculated from the Prime
Meridian. The time at the Prime
Meridian is known as Greenwich
Mean Time, (GMT).

Lines of latitude and longitude are
imaginary lines around Earth The lines of
latitude run horizontally and measure
how far north (N) or south (S) a point is
from the equator. The equator is the line
of latitude at 0°. The lines of longitude
run vertically and measure how far east
(E) or west (W) a point is from the Prime
Meridian.

Year 6 Science – Animals Including Humans

Year 6 Music – African Drumming
Key vocabulary
pitch

How high or low a note is.

dynamics

The volume of the music (loud
and soft).

tempo

The speed or pace of music.

African Drumming
African hand drums are played to communicate, celebrate,
mourn and inspire. They're played in times of peace and war,
planting and harvesting, birth and death. Drums have been such
a large part of Africans' daily experience for so long that
drumming pulses throughout their collective unconscious. It's in
their genes.

I am learning to:
Listen

crescendo

Gradually getting louder.

decrescendo

Gradually getting quieter.

•
•
•

Find the pulse
Follow the rhythm of the drum
Drum to the music getting gradually
louder

Compose
•
•

Clap and drum to the beat
Change with the speed of the beat

Sing

rhythm

Sound patterns that fit over a
steady pulse or beat.

call and
response

Two phrases. The second phrase
answers the first.

•
•

Sing songs and control my voice
Sing high and low notes at the right
pitch

Perform
•

Perform
songs with
others

Year 6 Art – Trailblazers and Barrier Breakers

Design & Technology – Food for Life

PSHCE – Beginning and Belonging

I will understand this vocabulary…
co-operate

To act or work together for a particular purpose or
to be helpful by doing what someone asks you to do.

problem solving

The process of finding solutions to problems.

positive

Full of hope and confidence, or giving reasons for
hope and confidence.

negative

Expressing no. A negative sentence or phrase is one
that contains a word such as ‘not’, ‘no’, ‘never’ or
‘nothing’.

consequences

A result of a particular action or situation, often
one that is negative..

Religious Education – Creation Stories

French – This is France!

Physical Education – Invasion Games
Show an understanding of rules to be
successful in a certain game.
Show an understanding of attacking and
defending.
Work in a team and show a good use of
tactics in order to perform well in a
game situation.
Show a good use of coordination and
agility whilst in a game situation.

