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At Mercenfeld, we are continually
seeking to build a community of
readers and set aside time each
day for staff to read aloud to each
class. We select our reading for
pleasure class novels from our
school reading spine to ensure
children are exposed to a range of
inclusive books.
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Jack and his mother are so poor that they
don't have anything to eat. Their hope is
fading, until Jack meets a strange little man
with a handful of magic beans. But what
will be the price that Jack must pay?
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24 pages

Themes: family, adventure and overcoming obstacles
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Poor Duncan just wants to colour in. But
when he opens his box of crayons, he only
finds letters, all saying the same thing: We
quit!

Beige is tired of playing second fiddle to
Brown, Blue needs a break from colouring in
all that water, while Pink just wants to be
used. Green has no complaints, but Orange
and Yellow are no longer speaking to each
other.

The battle lines have been drawn. What is
Duncan to do?

Themes: creativity, problem solving and inclusiveness
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Join the owl on his moonlit journey as he
watches all the other animals settle in for
the night: some sleep standing up, while
some sleep on the move! Some sleep

peacefully alone, while others sleep all
together, huddled close.

22 pages Themes: fantasy, friendship, diversity
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.. : .. :
2) e Harry finds some dusty plastic dinosaurs in
Harr Nan's attic. He cleans them, finds out their

- they names and takes them everywhere - until,

Bucketfu] one day, the dinosaurs get lost! The lost

of property man gets a surprise when Harry
proves the dinosaurs are his by calling them
over to him.

Dinosaurs

32 pages Themes: loss, family, imagination
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Once there as a boy, and one day, he
found an aeroplane in his cupboard.

He didn’t remember leaving it in
there, but he thought he’d take it out
for a go right away. At first, all went
well and the plane flew higher and
higher and higher until suddenly, with
a splutter, it ran out of petrol. The boy
was stuck on the moon and he was
not alone.

Themes: friendship and caring for others
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This the story of Handa, who's part of the
Luo tribe in south-west Kenya. Handa
decides to take seven pieces of delicious
fruit to her friend, Akeyo, who lives in the
neighbouring village. But as Handa
wonders, | wonder what fruit Akeyo will like
best?, a series of sneaky animals steal
something from Handa's basket, which
she's carrying on her head... When Handa
reaches Akeyo, will she have anything left
to offer her friend?

Themes: sharing, friendship, journeys
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Whether you have two mums, two dads,
one parent, or one of each, there's one thing

that makes a family a family... and that's
LOVE.

Themes: family, love, diversity
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Julia Donaldson  Karen George Freddie is desperate for a pet, so when he
rescues Bessie-Belle and she offers to grant
his wishes he knows just what to ask for.
The only problem is that Bessie-Belle can't
hear very well, and Freddie tends to
mumble. Whatever can they do? Luckily the
Fairy Queen is on hand to explain . ..

32 pages Themes: deaf awareness, fantasy, friendship
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64 pages

MALORIE_ &

There is nothing Nicky wants more in the
world than a dog to play with. But Mum
and Dad don't want a dog. Then Grandad
has an idea - he and Nicky can make a dog:
a snow-dome dog. Even better, he has
some special clay, found at the end of a
rainbow, so that the dog will be extra-
special. Maybe even magic...

Themes: family, magic, imagination



#79\ Mercenfeld
a = 3l Prima
&4y Schoo

EYFS

',@'.‘f. ‘—UP ITA NYONG'©®, .. Sulwe's skin is the colour of midnight. She's

RS darker than everyone in her family, and
Fi & YAy everyone at school. All she wants is to be
beautiful and bright, like her mother and
sister. Then a magical journey through the
night sky opens her eyes and changes
everything.

VASHTI HARRISON

Themes: self esteem, acceptance, family, love
48 pages



79\ Mercenfeld
5 @l Prima
g2y Schoo

A little boy and his pet dragon are the very

best of friends. They laugh, they sing, they

dance, they snooze. They are both amazing
- just like everyone else!

32 pages Themes: friendship, diversity, understanding , equality.
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One little snail longs to see the world and
hitches a lift on the tail of an enormous
whale.

Together they go on an amazing journey —
and when disaster strikes and the whale is
beached in a bay, it's the tiny snail's big plan
that saves the day.

Themes: friendship, courage, environment
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THE Fed up of being ignored by the other
animals, Mouse wishes he could roar like
Lion. But, as he discovers, even the biggest,
bossiest people are scared sometimes ...
and even the smallest creatures can have

the heart of a lion!

Themes: friendship, courage, self confidence
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You may think you know the story of the
Three Little Pigs and the Big Bad Wolf - but
only one person knows the real story. And
that person is A. Wollf.

His tale starts with a birthday cake for his
dear old granny, a bad head cold and a bad
reputation. The rest (as they say) is history.

M
TOLD TO JON SCIESZKA >

% ILLUSTRATED BY LANE‘SMlT

32 pages Themes: misunderstanding, prejudice, truth



79\ Mercenfeld
5 @l Prima
g2y Schoo

A little boy and his pet dragon are the very

best of friends. They laugh, they sing, they

dance, they snooze. They are both amazing
- just like everyone else!

32 pages Themes: friendship, diversity, understanding , equality.
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Year 1/2 cycle A

g While riding the subway home with his Nana one
’,‘f T ,ti. /r) !,‘l'l 3\"'//'( ol :" [ ', day, Julian notices three women spectacularly
J R D dressed up. Their hair billows in brilliant hues,
'C"m“"’}’[;"sf,';l?,",f’EZ:'”; SR /‘*‘ their dresses end in fishtails, and their joy fills the
\\\;\\\‘:;‘:: ; train carrie.1ge. When Juliz.;m gets home,
,\@nﬂ A da.ydreamln.g of the.maglc.he’s .seen, all h(.e can
2 think about is dressing up just like the ladies and
Jessica Love making his own fabulous mermaid costume. But
v é demr, what will Nana think about the mess he makes —
: and even more importantly — what will she think

about how Julian sees himself?

40 pages Themes: family, identity
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Year 1/2 cycle A Year 1

| Plop, the Baby Barn Owl, is like every Barn Owl
“The CWL there ever was, except for one thing - he is afraid
MWhoWas of the dark. "Dark is nasty" he says and so he
- won't go hunting with his parents. Mrs Barn Owl|
- MM sends him down from his nest-hole to ask about
__ 9(“151\4, ) the dark and he meets a little boy waiting for the
@ﬂrk fireworks to begin, an old lady, a scout out
: camping, a girl who tells him about Father
Christmas, a man with a telescope and a black cat
who takes him exploring. He realizes that through
these encounters that dark is super after all.

Themes: self esteem, respect, appreciation

112 pages



Year 1/2 cycle A

Mercenfeld
8 Prima
&9 Schoo

At the penguin house at the Central Park
Al kinés , and

e mts < Z00, two penguins named Roy and Silo
fanily '[an gD were a little bit different from the others.
But their desire for a family was the same.

mﬂKES And with the help of a kindly zookeeper,
h re B Roy and Silo got the chance to welcome a

baby penguin of their very own.

-
-

by Justin Richardson
and Peter Parnell
iluseraed by Henry Cole

36 pages Themes: empathy, family
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Year 1/2 cycle A

Alexis Deacon She is lost. She is a friendly little creature, but

the Earth People don't seem very welcoming at
B EEGU

all. However, so far she has only met the BIG
e ones. The little ones are a different matter . ..

40 pages Themes: acceptance, belonging, loneliness, friendship
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Year 1/2 cycle A

When Malala was born in Mingora, Pakistan, her
father was determined she would have every
opportunity that a boy would have. She loved
getting an education, but when a hateful regime
came to power, girls were no longer allowed to go
to school. Malala spoke out about this and faced
terrible consequences when people did not agree.

32 Pages Themes: bravery, power of education, importance of role models



Year 1/2 cycle A

THE GIRL WHO BECAME

goN PRESIDENT
" 4‘; Ellen Johnson Sirleaf

The Heritage Collection for
Young Readers

Rosemond Sarpong Owens

36 pages

Almost every little girl's dream is to become
a princess because of Disney movies.
However, history has shown time and time
again that besides becoming a princess, a
girl can become anything else that she can
dream of. This is thanks to women like Ellen
Johnson Sirleaf who conquered all odds to
become the first female president in Africa.
Because of Ellen’s achievements, many girls
in Africa and across the world can add
president to their dream wish lists as well. |
hope you are inspired as you read her
amazing story.

Themes: resilience, perseverance, leadership and women
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\/ HiCCug'Ho'r'rendous//

Haddock T v ——
(D
CRESSIDA COWELL

240 Pages

Hiccup Horrendous Haddock the Third is a smallish Viking with
a longish name. Hiccup's father is chief of the Hairy Hooligan
tribe which means Hiccup is the Hope and the Heir to the Hairy
Hooligan throne - but most of the time Hiccup feels like a very
ordinary boy, finding it hard to be a Hero.

Hiccup must lead ten novices in their initiation into the Hairy
Hooligan Tribe. They have to train their dragons or be
BANISHED from the tribe FOR EVER!

But what if Hiccup's dragon resembles an ickle brown bunny
with wings? And has NO TEETH? The Seadragonus Giganticus
Maximus is stirring and wants to devour every Viking on the
Isle of Berk . . .Can Hiccup save the tribe - and become a Hero?

Overcoming fears, bravery, power, persistence, friendship
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Sona Sharma's house is full of people who joke often and
argue sometimes. Relatives come unannounced, the phone
rings frequently and friends drop in all the time. Then one
day Amma tells Sona she is going to have a baby. Is that
good? Sona isn't sure — she has always enjoyed being an
only child —and straight away she has a word with her best
friend, Elephant. When Sona learns that there will be a
baby naming ceremony, she is determined to find the
perfect name for her new brother or sister. Because
although she realizes that her life is about to change, and
while she's having some difficulty in coming to terms with
having to share everything with the new baby — including
Amma and Appa, her grandparents and her home — Sona
Sharma wants to be the very best big sister she can be.

CHITRA SOUNDAR

o Wlustrated by JEN KHATUN

112 pages Themes: family, responsibility, change, culture, traditions
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The NEW bestseller from actor comedian and author,

BEN MILLER

‘FABULOUS’ Sunday Express o

on The Boy Who Made The World Disappear

304 pages

Mercenfeld
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Hidden in the strange new supermarket in town,
Lana discovers a portal to a fairytale world! But
these aren’t the happy-ever-after fairytales that

Lana knows, they are darker and more dangerous,

and the characters need Lana’s help to defeat
an evil witch. But she can’t do it alone. Can she
convince Harrison to believe in stories again and
journey to the world with her . .. before it’s too
late?

Themes: courage, friendship, power of imagination
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Year 1/2 cycle A

(y) " NheWorlds I’d like you to imagine the worst people you can think of,

can you do that? Good. Then you’re just about ready to
meet Mr and Mrs Twits, the nastiest couple you could
ever hope (not) to meet.

Mr Twit is so disgustingly hairy he even has hair growing
out of his nose and he NEVER washes; his beard is full of
all manner of revolting things like mouldy old cornflakes
and cheese and he’s pretty nasty to boot. Mrs Twit is no
4 better; she carries a walking stick with which she likes to
TheTWITS beat small children and animals and she likes nothing

ILLUSTRATED BY QUENTIN BLAKE

better than to think up nasty tricks to play on Mr Twit.

112 pages
pag Themes: friendship, revenge, morality
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From the New vmrnva q tors of
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40 pages
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Every morning, Abuelo walks Sofia to school . ..
until one day, when Abuelo hurts his ankle at a

local landfill and he can no longer do so. Sofia

misses her Abuelo and wonders what she can do
about the dangerous Mount Trashmore. Then she
gets an idea-the town can turn the slimy mess
into a park! She brainstorms and plans and finally
works up the courage to go to City Hall-only to be
told by a clerk that she can't build a park because
she's just a kid! Sofia is down but not out, and she

sets out to prove what one kid can do.

Themes: compassion, persistence, resourcefulness
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Stanley Lambchop is an ordinary boy with an
extraordinary problem. One night, a giant
pinboard falls on top of him leaving him
completely flat. At first, Stanley enjoys the
benefits of his strange predicament - it can be
fun going in out of rooms simply by sliding
under the door. And it's a hoot being posted to
your friends in California for a holiday. But it's
not always easy being different, and, once the
novelty begins to wear off, Stanley wishes he
could be just like everybody else again. But
how will he ever fill out?

Flat Stanley b off Brown

The ovig‘ma\ classic adveniure

80 pages Themes - self-belief, overcoming challenges
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224 pages
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Join Joe, Beth and Frannie as they take their
cousin Rick on a an adventure he’ll never
forget — up the Magic Faraway Tree! Along
with their friends Moon-Face, Saucepan Man
and Silky the fairy, the children tumble from
the fun of the Land of Toys to the thrill of
trying to escape the Land of Dreams. Will
they ever make it home for tea?

Themes: fantasy, magic, family, imagination
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: /_/({ﬁw When Dave loses his favourite toy, Dogger,
he is desolate. But then Dogger turns up at
DOGGER the school summer fair, and everything
dibede seems all right - until someone else buys
_ ‘k him before Dave can get the money!

The classic story about losing your favourite toy

32 pages Themes: loss, friendship, kindness, gratitude, family
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of the wild things, where he finds huge,
multicoloured monsters with big claws and
teeth. Not frightened of anything,

Max tames the wild things, who agree that
TRy <e B ; he is the wildest of them all, and make him
i1V 4 their king.

&

HERE THE WIl'D THINGS ARE When a boat appears, Max sails to the land
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IND PICTURES BY MAURICE SEN

b

Themes: independence, anger, home, imagination

48 pages
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In a hot, hot country, ringed with mountains
on one side and jungle on the other, lives a
princess called Cinnamon. Her eyes are
made of pearls, which means that she is
blind. And, for reasons her parents the
Rajah and Rani cannot fathom, she will not
talk. So they offer a reward to anyone who
can teach Cinnamon to speak. People travel
from far and wide to attempt it, but nothing
works. Until a mighty tiger, huge and fierce,

AN A\ prowls into their palace and announces that
NEIL GAIMAN _ he is here to teach the girl-cub to talk ...

IWslrated by DIVYA SRINIVASAN

40 pages Themes: diversity, culture, animals, support
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34 pages
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With the help of his parents, Kai learns to
be proud of himself and his unique qualities
and values. Kai s mother explains how
although the moon and stars are different
they both shine beautifully in the sky. He
learns an important lesson: that everyone is
special and valuable in their own way. He
realises that the things that make him
different are the things that make him
special. He makes a decision to use his
qgualities to shine his light .

Themes: individuality, bullying, self-esteem, forgiveness
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Naughty
Little §jster
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‘Pure magic . . .

cheeky, touching and funny.’

Sunday Express

160 pages

\a#‘ Schoo

This famous little sister is stubborn and
greedy and full of mischief. She tries to cut
off the cat’s tail and eats all the trifle at

Harry’s party! How much bother can one
little sister be?

Themes: siblings, mischief, imagination, childhood
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Year 1/2 cycle B

The story follows the waxing of the moon
from the first new crescent to full moon
and waning until Eid is heralded by the first
sighting of the second new moon.

This lyrical and inspiring picture book
captures the wonder and joy of this great
annual event

Na’ima B Robert
Shirin Adl

Themes: spirituality, community, self reflection



Y79\ Mercenfeld
a = 38 Prima
2y Schoo

Year 1/2 cycle B

y S Set in a classroom, a teacher challenges the
' children to study and then choose which
animal they think is the most important

=
ey
¢

animal of all. Seven children champion a

ﬂ 4- IMPORTANT ;" different animal for the top spot and tell

T

their classmates why in a show-and-tell.

40 pages Themes: taking care of our planet, importance of animals



From the creator of the bestselling Worst Witch series

192 pages
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Alfie the deerhound is a large grey puppy.
He loves his boy Charlie, and cheese, and
he's very good at digging holes. But poor
Alfie has got lost and he's scared - of
thunderstorms and being hungry and never
seeing Charlie again . ..

Meanwhile, Charlie doesn't know what to
do - but one thing is for sure: he'll never

stop looking for his dear hound. Can Alfie
ever find his way back to Charlie - and his
great big squashy beanbag in the kitchen?

Themes: loyalty, love, resourcefulness



Year 1/2 cycle B

Where The POppteS Where the Poppies Now Grow

Now ﬁ

tells the story of best friends Ben
and Ray, who swap their simple
lives on countryside farms for the
raging battlefields of France.

Martin Impey

36 pages Themes: friendship, war, loss of innocence




Year 1/2 cycle B

. lona Rangeley - When the Stewarts spend a sunny, frosty December
R day at London Zoo, they’re enchanted by one small

i, . .
gf) penguin. At the delight of young Imogen and Arthur,
}?”‘ Mrs Stewart insists the penguin “must come and stay
E=sems with them whenever he likes.”
= m But not one Stewart expects the penguin to turn up at
1:: === ~ their door that evening, rucksack labelled “Einstein” on
== NE=== his back...
e [ : :
The family’s new feathered friend helps Arthur to come
EI NSTEI N out of his shell and makes massive demands on
i Imogen’s amateur sleuthing. But together they must
find out why Einstein came to them and they must
]P]E NGU]{N keep away from the mysterious white-coat man.
e e oty And Einstein can’t stay forever, can he...?

240 pages Themes: kindness, friendship, adventure, captivity
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Year 1/2 cycle B

ISLA FISHER

Meet Marge, the mischievous babysitter
with rainbow hair who loves to make a
mess and bend the rules . . . At dinnertime
Chef Marge cooks up chocolate soup, and
at school Marge the Muscian conducts a
chaotic concert in the playground!

Jake and Jemima have brilliant fun with
their new babysitter, but will they manage
to tick off all the jobs on Mummy's list?

Why follow the rules when you can invent your own?

176 pages Themes: adventure and imagination
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Lynne Reid Banks

Illustrated by Tony Ross

176 pages
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Harry is a poisonous centipede but he’s
not very brave. Still, he is the star of this
seriously squirmy story. Harry likes to
eat things that wriggle and crackle, and
things that are juicy and munchy! But
there are some things that a poisonous
centipede must never try to eat —
dangerous things like flying swoopers,
belly wrigglers, furry biters and the
most dangerous of all... Hoo-Mins!

Themes: family, friendship, adventure
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Year 1/2 cycle B

» | Moose loves helping his girl, Zara, and Zara
zl_:G/ 1 JL@ loves having her dog Moose help her.
Unfortunately, dogs aren't allowed at
school, and Moose's escape acts from his
house, his crate, and the backyard aren't
helping his cause. How can Zara get her
lovable pooch a free pass to the classroom?

S ’ Maria Gianferrari
mervres sy Patrice Barton

40 pages Themes: family, diversity, saying goodbye
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Cassy the clumsy crocodile leaves
a trail of destruction at the
Everglades Department Store. But
her clumsiness saves the store
from a pair of greedy robbers.

Themes: learning from mistakes
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Year 1/2 cycle B

When Tomas discovers a strange old tree at the bottom of
his grandad's garden, he doesn't think much of it. But he
takes the funny fruit from the tree back into the house - and
gets the shock and delight of his life when a tiny dragon
hatches! The tree is a dragon fruit tree, and Tomas has got
his very own dragon, Flicker ...

Tomas soon finds out that life with Flicker is great fun, but
also very ... unpredictable. Yes, dragons are wonderful, but
they also set fire to your toothbrush and leave your pants
hanging from the TV aerial. Tomas has to learn how to look
after Flicker - and quickly. And then something extraordinary
happens - more dragon fruits appear on the tree. Tomas is

officially growing dragons ...

224 pages Themes: friendship, family, responsibility, courage
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ROALD
DAHL

FANTASTIC

NR FOX

Tllustrated by
Quentin Blake

144 pages

S7O\ Mercenfeld
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Mr Fox is a very clever fox - every evening he
creeps down into the valley and helps himself to
food from the nearby farms.

Chickens from Farmer Boggis, ducks and geese
from Farmer Bunce, and turkeys from Farmer Bean.

But now the farmers have had enough, and
together they hatch a plan to get rid of Mr Fox for
good!

But what they don't know is Mr Fox has some help,
and a fantastic escape plan of his own...

Teamwork, overcoming diversity
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\\/\\[[[][ H(‘,(_,‘I) s This is the story of a little girl called Willa,
o 01d Miss Ay, - who moves with her family to a new home,
= Berlie Doherty =, where she meets Old Miss Annie. At first

Willa is afraid of the old woman because of
her woolly hair, tiny voice and bumpy,
twisted hands. Soon they become the best
of friends. One of the things that they have
in common is a great love of animals.

96 pages Themes: friendship, moving house, animals
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Year 3

2 "',"./v s ?'.. zat

| ST’G OF ”’f ouM : Nobody believes Barney when he says he's
5. Cleye /\“17 discovered a boy living wild in the dump.
5K But for Barney, Stig is totally real. They
become great friends, learn each other's
ways and embark on a series of exciting
adventures.

A Puffin Original 3/-

157 pages Themes: adventure, acceptance, friendship
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When Lilian Kaye finds a parcel on her grandad's
doorstep, she is shocked to see who sent it: a famous
Egyptologist, found dead that very morning, according to
every newspaper in England!

The mysterious package holds the key to a story . ..
about a king whose tomb archaeologists are desperately
hunting for.

Lil and her friends must embark on an incredible journey
- to return the package to its resting place, to protect
those they love, and to break the deadly pharaoh's curse

304 pages Themes: mystery, Ancient Egypt, friendship, adventure, mystery



@ The World’s
No.1 Storyteller

DANNYthe i

CHAMPION OF THE WORLD

ILLUSTRATED BY QUENTIN BLAKE

240 pages

Danny thinks his dad is the most marvellous
and exciting father a boy could wish for. Life
is happy and peaceful in their gipsy caravan,
until one day Danny discovers his dad has
been breaking the law. What's more, soon
Danny has to join his father as they attempt
to pull off a daring and devilish plot against
their horrible, greedy neighbour, Mr Victor
Hazell.

Themes: family relationships, overcoming challenges, trust
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* Mr Majeika is the most magical teacher around!

As a rule, magic carpets don't turn up in schools, but this is
exactly what happens when Class Three's new teacher flies
in through the classroom window and lands on the floor
with a bump.

Mr Majeika can behave just like any ordinary teacher if he
wants to, but something has to be done about Hamish
Bigmore, the class nuisance, and so he uses a little magic to
turn him into a frog. And to everyone's delight it looks as if
Hamish will have to remain a frog because Mr Majeika can't
remember the spell to turn him back again! With Mr
Majeika in charge, suddenly life at school become much

R more exciting - there's even a magic-carpet ride to
HumPh'eY C"'P"—‘”te' Buckingham Palace!

e’s fcvounte le

eV eryon ard

96 pages Themes: magic, fantasy, adventure
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Year 3

'
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ESCAPE E ROM Travel back in time to the days of the Roman Empire and join

POMPE I I . Tranio, the son of an actor, and his friend Livia, the baker's

. Semmem——— daughter, in witnessing the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in
.' s gk o AD79. Tranio, like most Roman boys, likes to watch whatever
is going on: tradesmen selling their goods, ships unloading
their exotic cargoes, politicians making speeches in the forum.
But one hot August day a very different scene unfolds. The
ground begins to shake, the sky to darken. People run gasping
for air. Heading for the harbor, Tranio and his friend Livia hide
on a boat and witness one of the most terrifying moments in
recorded history-the eruption of Mount Vesuvius and the

destruction of their beloved city, Pompeii.

32 pages Themes: natural disasters, historical events



272 pages
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This is the story of a little girl named Fern, who
loves a little pig named Wilbur - and of Wilbur's
dear friend, Charlotte, a beautiful large grey spider.
When Fern's uncle decrees that Wilbur must
become bacon, Fern, Charlotte, Templeton the rat
and all Wilbur's farmyard friends come up with an
ingenious plan to fool the humans, and save their
very special pig.

Themes: friendship, family, dealing with change
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 MCLACHLAN

lldstrated by Ben Mantle
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When Arthur and Rose were little, they were heroes

in the Land of Roar, an imaginary world that they
found by climbing through the folding bed in their
grandad’s attic. Roar was filled with things they
loved — dragons, mermaids, ninja wizards and
adventure — as well as things that scared them
(including a very creepy scarecrow. . .)

Now the twins are eleven, Roar is just a memory.
But when they help Grandad clean out the attic,
Arthur is horrified as Grandad is pulled into the
folding bed and vanishes. Is he playing a joke? Or is
Roar. .. real?

Themes: fantasy, magic, bravery, mystery
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Tola lives in a flat in Lagos with her sister, Moji, who
is very clever; her brother, Dapo, who is very fast;
and Grandmummy, who is very bossy. Tola proves to
be stronger than she seems when she goes to
market with Grandmummy and manages to carry
home a basket full of yams and vegetables, chilli
peppers and fish. When the taps in the flat don't
work, it's Tola who brings water from the well, and
it's Tola who saves the day when Mr Abdul, the
tailor, needs his goods to be delivered quickly.

Themes: determination, celebrating differences, bullying
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Leonora Bolt spends her days creating incredible inventions in
her TOP SECRET laboratory, under the watchful eye of her
terrifying uncle.

Everything changes one day when a strange boy washes up on
an inflatable lobster and reveals that Uncle Luther has been
stealing her inventions and selling them on the mainland.
Leonora, armed with her most important inventions, must leave
Crabby Island for the first time EVER to embark on an
unforgettable journey that will test her brainpower to its limits.

A ‘Fizzing with fun, friendship
and fabulous inventions’

With the help of an otter with a special skilll, a questionable
cook and a singing sea captain, can Leonora dream up an
invention that will defeat her evil uncle once and for all?

{\
\
-

208 pages Themes: friendship, perseverance, self belief
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Frankie Banister and his family run the Nothing to See Here
Hotel, which is cunningly hidden from human view by magic
and lots of really, really bad TripAdvisor reviews. It’s not for
humans, you see, and instead is the perfect getaway for
magical creatures of all kinds — mermaids are welcomed
through the sea door and stairs are rented to ghosts looking
for a holiday from their usual haunts.

However, one day, a messenger arrives through the sky door
and announces that the family have 24 hours to prepare for
the arrival of the Goblin prince Grogbah, who is definitely
not hiding out at the hotel for nefarious purposes. Mum,
Dad, Frankie, Ooof the ogre and all the hotel guests prepare
a huge and lavish party for his arrival, but when the
offensively rude Grogbah arrives, he brings with him more
chaos than anyone could have expected.

Themes: magic, fantasy, humour, family
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Wolf struggles to fit into his village. He’s not strong like his
brother or a natural leader like his father. Every day he just
tries to keep his head down. That is until a sacred spear head
is stolen. Wolf is cast out, seen as the reason for its
disappearance. With no one but his trusty dog, Shadow, to
join him, Wolf vows to find the stolen spear and restore his
honour. But Wolf has never left the village before and the
world beyond the sea is a complete unknown... where will
this journey take him and what secrets will he uncover? Join
Wolf on his hunt for the spear, as he journeys from the village
now known as Skara Brae to a wider, ancient world on the
cusp of a new age.

Themes: courage, discovery, self-belief, kindness, family and friendship
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When robot Roz crash lands on an island, she's
forced to fight for survival. The only way Roz can
live is by learning about her new environment
from the island's hostile animal inhabitants. But
when she finds herself taking care of a baby
goose, all the animals pitch in and teach Roz
how to thrive in this new world.

BY NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLUING AUTHOR

-~ PETER BROWN

288 pages Themes: survival, robots, animals, acceptance, bravery



EVA IBBOTSON

Author of ONE DOG AND HIS BOY

256 pages

A hundred years ago, in the Himalayan peaks of Nanvi Dar, the
daughter of an English earl is kidnapped by a huge hairy
monster. In a secret valley Agatha Farley is introduced to a
family of motherless yetis and devotes her life to their
upbringing. She teaches them to speak, tells them stories and
insists on polite manners. But as the decades pass, tourists
come to the mountains, a hotel is built and yeti-hunters arrive.
Agatha knows that there is one place in the world where they
would be protected - her ancestral home at Farley Towers.
When a boy and his sister stumble upon her hidden valley, she
knows she has found the courageous people who will carry out
her plan.

Themes: tolerance, kindness, animals
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Harriet discovers that her hearing-aid

can do more than she had ever bargained for when
she finds aliens in her room. Harriet becomes the
Earth’s first line of defence as the only one who can
understand the invaders. Sure, the hearing aid helps
her understand the aliens from across the universe, if
only she could understand her own feelings.

Themes: hearing loss, adventure, science fiction
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When Ruby's dad uproots her from Australia to set up a
hotel in the mountains of India, Ruby is devastated. Not
only are they living in a run-down building in the middle
of the wilderness surrounded by scorpions, bears and
leopards, but Ruby is sure that India will never truly feel
like home - not without her mum there.

Ever since her mum died, Ruby has been afraid. Of cars.
Of the dark. Of going to sleep and never waking up.

But then the last remaining leopards of the mountain are
threatened and everything changes. Ruby vows to do all
she can to protect them - if she can only overcome her

fears...

288 pages Themes: conservation, family, animals, friendship



224 pages

0OUGIE POYNTER

Join The Whale Watchers on an unforgettable
summer holiday adventure that raises
awareness of the key role that whales play in
climate change and explains how readers can
help protect whales and their environment by
reducing single use plastics and embracing a
more sustainable reuse culture.

Themes: climate change, citizenship, belonging
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Year 4
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5;‘ From the author of WAR Houn_gz,; Gracie and her friend Daniel have always

& M'CHAE[ }% been warned to stay away from the
Birdman and his side of the island. But then
they find a message in the sand and
discover the Birdman is not who they
thought. They build up a lovely friendship
with him, but when the children get
stranded on Samson Island they don’t know
whether to believe the birdman’s story that
the island is cursed.

WHALES CAME

Themes: historical fiction, trust, friendship, compassion, resilience
224 pages



Year 4

Mankind must put a stop to the dreadful

Ted HUQheS destruction by the Iron Man and set a trap
for him, but he cannot be kept down. Then,

the ' rO“ when a terrible monster from outer space

threatens to lay waste to the planet, it is

a n the Iron Man who finds a way to save the
world.

144 pages Themes: bravery, science-fiction, robots, monsters, mystery
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Chaya, a no-nonsense, outspoken hero, leads her

> friends and a gorgeous elephant on a noisy, fraught,
&/ WHO . ”0»" f joyous adventure through the jungle where

Wl ATl ke , revolution is stirring and leeches lurk. Will stealing
the queen's jewels be the beginning or the end of
everything for the intrepid gang?

NIZRANA FAROOK g8
(o

272 pages Themes: adventure, friendship, nature, environment
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WHALES CAME
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Gracie and her friend Daniel have always been warned
to stay away from the Birdman and his side of the
island. But then they find a message in the sand and
discover the Birdman is not who they thought. They
build up a lovely friendship with him, but when the
children get stranded on Samson Island they don’t
know whether to believe the birdman’s story that the
island is cursed.

Themes: bravery, science-fiction, robots, monsters, mystery
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When sisters Rhianna and Eleri are thrown out of their
home by their stepmother, Queen Boudica takes them
in, believing fate has brought the Iceni girls to her. The
sisters live in the palace, serve Boudica loyally and take
lessons in combat from Garwen, a female guard - but

when the king dies the Romans are furious at Boudica,
who wants to break tradition and rule alone as queen.

Boudica won’t go quietly and rallies others to join her

8°"f'°*={ mission to defeat the mighty Romans. Rhianna and Eleri

ey FOOOMaay - 1

s e find themselves in the middle of a frightening military

campaign, the brutality leading Rhianna to question
Boudica’s humanity.

160 pages Themes: mystery, family, adventure, historical, female icon
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When Elliot wishes upon a star, he doesn't expect
a constellation to crash into a dungheap on his
family farm.

The star is Virgo. She thinks she's perfect. Elliot
doesn't. And together they release Thanatos, evil
Daemon of Death ... epic fail.

They need the King of the Gods and his noble
steed. Instead, they get a chubby Zeus and his
high horse Pegasus.

Are the Gods really ready to save the world? And
is the world really ready for the Gods?

Themes: fantasy, thriller, family, mothers, mental health
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288 pages

When the mysterious Nowhere Emporium arrives in Glasgow,
orphan Daniel Holmes stumbles upon it quite by accident.
Before long, the 'shop from nowhere' -- and its owner, Mr
Silver -- draw Daniel into a breathtaking world of magic and
enchantment. Recruited as Mr Silver's apprentice, Daniel
learns the secrets of the Emporium's vast labyrinth of
passageways and rooms -- rooms that contain wonders
beyond anything Daniel has ever imagined. But when Mr
Silver disappears, and a shadow from the past threatens
everything, the Emporium and all its wonders begin to
crumble. Can Daniel save his home, and his new friends,

before the Nowhere Emporium is destroyed forever?

Themes: adventures, loss, bullying, growth
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THE MISSING DIAMONDS
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Determined to be the world’s greatest detective,
Zaiba is always on the lookout for a crime to solve.
She knows everything there is to know about
running an investigation — in theory... At her cousin’s
Mehndi party, Zaiba gets her first challenge: to
discover the identity of the VIP staying at the same
hotel. With the help of her best friend Poppy and
brother Ali, Zaiba puts her sleuthing skills to the test.
And when the celebrity’s precious dog disappears,
along with its priceless diamond collar, it’s up to the
trio to save the day!

Themes: mystery, friendship, crime
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As they search for the lost Emporium,
Daniel and Ellie encounter magical
bookshops, deserted islands, and an array
of magicians (both dead and alive).
Meanwhile a dangerous force is attacking
the Emporium from the inside, waiting for
a chance to break free.

264 pages Themes: power of imagination, conflict



256 pages

There used to be an empty chair at the back of my class,
but now a new boy called Ahmet is sitting in it.

He's nine years old (just like me), but he's very strange. He
never talks and never smiles and doesn't like sweets - not
even lemon sherbets, which are my favourite!

But then | learned the truth: Ahmet really isn't very
strange at all. He's a refugee who's run away from a War.
A real one. With bombs and fires and bullies that hurt
people. And the more | find out about him, the more |
want to help. That's where my best friends Josie, Michael
and Tom come in. Because you see, together we've come
up with a plan. ..

Themes: friendship, refugees, bravery, war, school
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Twelve-year-old Moll Pecksniff wakes one night in the middle
of the forest, lured there by a recurring nightmare - the one
with the drums and the rattles and the masks. The
Dreamsnatcher is waiting. He has already taken her dreams

and now he wants her life.

Because Moll is more important than she knows... The

snat,ch er

B
..V.

Oracle Bones foretold that she and Gryff, a wildcat that has
always been by her side, are the only ones who can fight
back against the Dreamsnatcher's dark magic. Suddenly
everything is at stake, and Moll is drawn into a world full of

secrets, magic and adventure.

288 pages Themes: belonging, identity, loyalty



" - lustrated by Steven Lenton

400 pages

Liam Digby wanted to see the world, but not
quite like this ... He's just an ordinary
twelve-year-old. A very, very TALL ordinary
twelve-year-old. Some people even think
he's a grown-up.

This is the incredible story of how Liam told
some fibs, won a trip to a theme park, made
some new friends and sort of, by accident,
ended up in space.

Themes: responsibility, identity, friendship, family
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Year 5

s Coraline discovered the door a little while after

NEIL GAIMAN they moved into the house....

OT&LHG When Coraline steps through a door to find
{ | : another house strangely similar to her own (only
Y e better), things seem marvelous.

AT But there's another mother there, and another
~ 0.4 Pre father, and they want her to stay and be their little
Bid 1 girl. They want to change her and never let her go.

Coraline will have to fight with all her wit and
courage if she is to save herself and return to her
ordinary life.

TRATED BY Chis Riddell3

BLOOMSBURY

192 pages Themes: courage, identity, imagination, self-sufficiency
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Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, Auggie wants
nothing more than to be treated as an ordinary kid—
but his new classmates can’t get past his extraordinary
face. Wonder begins from Auggie's point of view, but
soon switches to include the perspectives of his
classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and others. These
voices converge to portray a community as it struggles
with differences, and challenges readers, both young
and old, to wonder about the true nature of empathy,
compassion, acceptance, friendship, and—ultimately—
kindness.

Themes: growing up, independence, bullying, identity, diversity
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Max is used to spending time alone - it's difficult to make
friends in a big, chaotic school when you're deaf. He prefers
to give his attention to the little things in life . . . like making
awesome, detailed replica models.

Then Mr Darrow, the school caretaker and fellow modeller,
goes missing. Max must follow his parting instruction: 'Go to
my room. You'll know what to do.’

There on the floor he finds a pile of sand . . . and in the sand
is Mr Darrow's latest creation . . . a tiny boy, no bigger than a
raisin, Luke, Prince of the Blues. And behind the tiny boy . ..
millions of others - a thriving, bustling, sprawling civilization!

Themes: vanity, kindness, loss, travel, homelessness
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Year 6

Stanley Yelnats' family has a history of bad luck, so when

a miscarriage of justice sends him to Camp Green Lake
LOUIS SACHAR Juvenile Detention Centre (which isn't green and doesn't
have a lake) he is not surprised. Every day he and the
other inmates are told to dig a hole, five foot wide by
five foot deep, reporting anything they find. Why? The
evil warden claims that it's character building, but this is
a lie. It's up to Stanley to dig up the truth.

OOOOOOOOOO

192 pages Themes: childhood, crime and punishment, racism, mystery
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BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF RUMBLESTAR

288 pages

Y79\ Mercenfeld
a = 38 Prima
2y Schoo

In the snowy kingdom of Erkenwald, whales glide
between icebergs, wolves hunt on the tundra and polar
bears roam the glaciers. But the people of this land
aren’t so easy to find — because Erkenwald is ruled by an
evil Ice Queen and the tribes must stay hidden or risk
becoming her prisoners at Winterfang Palace.

Join Eska, a girl who breaks free from a cursed music
box, and Flint, a boy whose inventions could change the
fate of Erkenwald forever, as they journey to the Never
Cliffs and beyond in search of an ancient, almost

forgotten, song with the power to force the Ice Queen
back.

Themes: friendship, bravery, adventure, belonging, nature
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‘Exciting, mysterious, marvellows and magical’
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384 pages
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Morrigan Crow is cursed, destined to die on her
eleventh birthday. But, as the clock strikes midnight,
she's whisked away by a remarkable man called
Jupiter North and taken to the secret city of
Nevermoor.

There she's invited to join the Wundrous Society.
Mystery, magic and protection are hers - if only she
can pass four impossible trials, using an exceptional
talent. Which she doesn't have...

Themes: facing fears, friendship, belonging, truth and lies, magic
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Year 6

Costa Award-winning author of The Explorer Feodora and her mother live in the snowbound woods of

KAT HERI N E Russia, in a house full of food and fireplaces. Ten minutes

RUNDEL L away, in a ruined chapel, lives a pack of wolves. Feodora's
mother is a wolf wilder, and Feo is a wolf wilder in training.

A wolf wilder is the opposite of an animal tamer: itis a
person who teaches tamed animals to fend for themselves,
and to fight and to run, and to be wary of humans. When
the murderous hostility of the Russian Army threatens her

" A writer with an utterly distinctive

Ve £ it very existence, Feo is left with no option but to go on the

Philip Pullman E

run. What follows is a story of revolution and adventure,
about standing up for the things you love and fighting

. o3 BLOOMSBURY

back. And, of course, wolves.

336 pages Themes: family, revolution, bravery, corruption, nature, difference, diversity
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Lily's life is in mortal peril. Her father is missing and
now silver-eyed men stalk her through the shadows.
What could they want from her?

With her friends - Robert, the clockmaker's son, and
Malkin, her mechanical fox - Lily is plunged into a

5 .
4?‘}""ch ADVI\“‘“ \

ol ‘,{\ | murky and menacing world. Too soon Lily realizes that
o, \} ‘ those she holds dear may be the very ones to break
' her heart...

PETER BUNZL

368 pages Themes: loss, grief, steampunk, adventure, mystery, friendship
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MICHELLE MAGORIAN

304 pages
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The unforgettable story of young Willie Beech, evacuated
to the country as Britain stands on the brink of the
Second World War. A sad, deprived child, he slowly begins
to flourish under the unlikely care of grumpy old Tom
Oakley. But then his new-found happiness is shattered by
a summons from his mother to come back to London. As
the weeks pass by Tom begins to worry when William
doesn't answer his letters, so he goes to London to find
him, and there makes a terrible discovery.

Themes: friendship, family, life, death, grief, growth, freedom
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176 pages
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Despite his Mum's insistence, Sam doesn't want to be
friends with Davey, he thinks Davey's a first class, grade
A, top of the dung heap moron. But one day Davey
saves Sam's life and a bond is formed between them.
Sam is still embarrassed to be seen with Davey, but
little by little he has to admit, when it's just the two of
them, Davey is a lot of fun. But then something terrible
happens to Davey. . . Told in verse, in first person, this is
the touching story of an extraordinary friendship, that
changes two boys lives for ever

Themes: friendship, school, acceptance
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240 pages

Forbidden to leave her island, Isabella dreams of the
faraway lands her cartographer father once
mapped.

When her friend disappears, she volunteers to guide
the search. The world beyond the walls is a
monster-filled wasteland — and beneath the dry
rivers and smoking mountains, a fire demon is
stirring from its sleep.

Soon, following her map, her heart and an ancient
myth, Isabella discovers the true end of her journey:
to save the island itself.

Themes: myth, magic, friendship
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Tally is ten years old and she's just like her friends. Well,
sometimes she is. If she tries really hard to be. Because
there's something that makes Tally not the same as her
friends. Something she can't cover up, no matter how hard
she tries: Tally is autistic. Tally's autism means there are
things that bother her even though she wishes they didn't. It
means that some people misunderstand, her and feel
frustrated by her. People think that because Tally's autistic,
she doesn't realise what they're thinking, but Tally sees and
hears - and notices - all of it. And, honestly? That's not the
easiest thing to live with.

240 pages Themes: transition, autism, mental health, bullying, friendship, family
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JENNIFER-KILLICK Who is the mysterious bloodstained man who stops their
o ,‘ -\ coach? Why is no one around when Lance and the rest of
% b Year Six arrive at the brand new Crater Lake activity centre?
ﬁ*i But this is just the beginning of the school trip from hell; a
T~ 7“3, fight for survival that sees five pupils band together to save

their classmates from an alien fate far worse than death. But
whatever happens, they must Never. Ever. Fall asleep!

“CR,ATERLMSF "

DON'T. EVER, FALL ASLEEP

252 pages Themes: friendship, trust, bravery
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o 1941. War is raging. And Joseph has been sent to live in
“‘""G.Ii?-"?ff”-‘m"f' ”“%g;” 3 the city, where bombers rule the skies. There, he will
S0, WINNER live with Mrs F, a gruff woman with no fondness for
] children. Her only loves are the rundown zoo she owns

and its mighty silverback gorilla, Adonis.

As the weeks pass, Joseph and Adonis become friends,
but what will happen when the bombers set him
rampaging free?

INSPIRED BY A TRUE STORY

// PHIL EARLE

320 pages Themes: loss, healing, bonds between humans and animals, WW2
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Ted doesn't see the world like most people he
knows and is sure that with his "unique operating
system" of a brain he can uncover the truth
about Salim's disappearance.

So, teaming up with Kat, Ted sets out to do just that
- following a trail of clues across London. But with
time ticking dangerously by, can Ted solve the
mystery before it's too late?

Themes: family, self belief, bravery



